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The quest for the man on the white donkey © Yaakov lsragl

Az | lound miysall passing Mrough e same places oves and
eVt sgain, i parsonal idensty of my project wis nevealed @
me: | had o led go the idea of namatng the physical joumey
Iseif and concenirabe on he inimate, emolional neactions thal
hese places evoked in me; | locused on irying 1o understand
ow | wias reacting 1o thi eocasional encounbers with poopse
and scenanes; and how hose people and sceneries appeaned
1o be revealed o losl al the same §me, as If they wene part ol a
scens that was ever changing or not changing at all,

Ag my mossenger staned 1o teveal ihe “mossago”, the search
for & deaper understanding of my Country and whal defines me
&8 an Israell bocame an unge jo ook tor the in-betwean places,
I unexpecied siuations. suddenty & detail requasied my
aflention as | slood lor hours walling for a meaning 1o reveal
isedl: of pushed me away, puzzied. But in the end | had 1o hold
on i it Fcould not let go unbil thal detall was mace mine, unsl
her wlusive and enigmalic lound Ihair place m my
understanding of what | deamed &s aulhantic, real encouriat

The “The quesT is my Blampt 1o relay & persanal ke on he
Israsli reality with a broader sense of belonging ko the global
Pusnan callectity,

I lerand | deel that the eviderce of fhe past are ssrongly
Inlertwined with Te marks of the prasant and e questkons
about our lutune, this is why somatimes it is pessible io see all
past presand and kiluns reveabed in front of one's eyes ol Me
sams time.

Partof my identity as israel |5 o question everything, nol 1o
Ieave anything for graried: ko show thi kenskons thal constangy

@xisd, 1o convary this ruth Deshing e CconsPucton of the reaisy
hede and now

Redigious, sosial aspects filer inko sweryday liko and Hwir
meEEnings Are exposed 43 he joumey moved on. Mwish
missionangEs, Ios! $ouls and indmcuals Byving on the inge of
socisty: all blend

inle this landiscaps of humanity,
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Yaakov Israel, The
guest on the whlte
onkey

As per the Orthodox Jewish tradition the Messiah (ihe Prophet)
will arrive riding on a white donkey. Afew years ago, as lwas
pholographing near the Dead Sea a Palestinian man rode past
me on his white donkey and I 100k a piciure of him. t was afler
having developed this plate that I've realized that | had
encountered my “Messiah™; it was this chance encounter which
brought me to initiate the body of work that carries the name:
“The quest for the man on the white donkey”.

The American tradition of the great photographic jourmeys
served as a blueprint for the initial phase of my "guest™: with the
definitive diflerence that in such a small couniry as Israel the
size of the termitory in which my hum was pursued necessarily
shaped my proceedings. Acondensed experience: what in any
other couniry should have been a photographic journey which
spanned over months of conlinuous traveling was inevitably
reduced because no matier what destination | chose it always
brought me back home by midnight at the latest.



