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Swiss artists cancelled their arrival to Culturescapes festival due to political reasons 

 

Raphael Cuomo and Maria Iorio, a Swiss artists duo, who were suppose to arrive to 

Israel and participate in the events of "The Swiss Culture Season" (within the Swiss 

"Culturescapes" festival), has cancelled their arrival and participation in the events. 

Iorio and Cuomo planned to collaborate with the Center for Digital Art in Holon, and 

to conduct a long term research at the Jessy Cohen neighborhood in the city.  

The two had not given a personal message, but to the cancellation notification, an 

open letter by the BDS organization  (an organization supporting the Palestinian call 

for boycott and cultural sanctions on Israel's state and institutions) was added . In 

the letter, the heads of the organization write that they are disappointed with artists 

agreeing to participate in the culture festival, and that the enterprise, even though it 

focuses on cultural exchanges, "is part of the Israeli government's manipulative 

media activity". 

In response, "Culturescapes" wrote that the festival will continue according to plan. 

So far, various artists, musicians and performers have participated in this festival, 

among them are Ernesto Molinari, The Basler Madrigalisten, Ruby Edelman, Sascha 

Engel and "Pang! Palast".    
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